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 but have tended to draw off Russian activities from the Arctic and sub-Arctic belts
 of the Tsar's Asiatic domain to more temperate and promising zones. The railway
 has, in fact, sucked up an ever larger share of the life of Greater Russia, and thus
 the European outposts in the Chukche country have been gradually abandoned,
 the settlements in the Kolyma, Yana, and Indighirka have declined, and some of
 the old colonies of the eighteenth century have been wholly abandoned. On the
 other hand, the upper and middle Lena (down to Yakutsk) and the shores of the
 Okhotsk sea have distinctly progressed; the gold output in the Lena basin has
 trebled in the past four years; coal has been recently discovered close to Lake
 Baikal, and is already being exported in large quantities to the Pacific ports;
 while in the farthest East a line of steamers now leaves Vladivostok monthly
 (from June to September) to visit the ports of the Okhotskii-Kawichatskii Krai-
 Petropavlovsk, Okhotsk, Ayan, and Yamsk.
 C. I. B.
 FORMOSA.
 'Formosa under the Dutch.' By RIev. William Campbell, F.R.G.s., English Presby-
 terian Mission, Tainan. Londoni: Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co. 1903.
 It might, perhaps, be thought that, with a large monograph on Formosa but just
 issued from the press, another volume, also of considerable bulk, is superfluous. But
 while Mr. Davidson's book, which was reviewed in this Journal for October, aims
 at giving all available information upon a large number of subjects-at producing,
 in short, as complete a monograph of the island as the author could compass, the
 present volume has but a limited field, and hardly overlaps Mr. Davidson's ground
 at all, except in dealing with Koksinga's conquest. At the same time it must be
 said that the book under review has of necessity less interest for the geographer
 as such than its predecessor, for the larger part of it is devoted to an account of
 the mission history and the progress of Christianity on the island in earlier days.
 Its more accurate title would be " Dutch Missions in Formosa in the Seventeenth
 Century."
 The author divides his book into three parts. The first is a "General
 Description;" the second, which extends to some 300 pages, is composed of
 documents drawn from various sources, dealing with church work on the island;
 the third is the detailed account of Koksinga's siege of Fort Zeelandia, translated
 from the Verwaarloosde Formosa, published in 1675. There is also an appendix,
 giving, amongst other things, Benyowsky's narrative of his Formosan adventures,
 apparently from Captain Pasfield Oliver's biography. The " General Description"
 is partly from Valentyn and partly from Candidius's account. It will thus be
 seen that the volume is almost entirely a compilation, and indeed does not pretend
 to give any first-hand information except such as is c3ntained in a few pages of
 explanatory notes and the useful bibliography at the end. It therefore does not
 demand further notice at our hands, beyond mention of the fact that the second
 part, culled from documents not always easily accessible, has occasional points of
 interest apart from that attaching solely to the efforts of the Dutch missionaries.
 The book shows defective editing, it being in many cases impossible to tell the
 author of a section unless the preface be read.
 F. H. H. G.
 247 REVIEWS.
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